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1 . ECHNA LOCH

Plant  Communi t ies Loch Type IVb

7A
l .  Marsh - unimproved land

Two areas of marsh occur to the north and south of the 1och. Phalar is arundinacea,
Equ ise tum pa lus t re ,  Poten t i t la  pa lus t r i s ,  Ranuncu lus  f lammu1a,  Agros t is  s to lon i fe ra
and o ther  g rasses ,  ine lud ing  Deschamps ia  caesp i tosa  and Mol in ia  caeru lea ,  a re

uncus ar t icu latuf requent.  Caltha patustr is,  Hydrocotyld vulgaris and Juncus art iculatus are loca1ly

1 a

abundan r wi tE-ffi slSi?llGTex@spe c iF*t end dorrn r o rhe I och
edge. Juncus bufonius, caE'IirliF@ensis and Polygonum amphibium are rare
occurrences in the southern marsh region. The si f ty substrate in this southern
reg ion  is  o range and th is  co lour  i s  d ispersed in to  the  water .

Marsh - improved land

Pastures ,  wh ich  f requent ly  ex tend to  the  loch  edge on  the  western  and eas tern
margins of the loch are grazed by catt le and trampl ing is evident in the
ter res t r ia l /marsh  zones .  Patches  o f  rough land w i th  Deschamps ia  caesp i tosa ,
Carex .n ig ra ,  Ange l ica  Sy lves t r i s ,  Ag ios t is  s to lon i fe ra ,  Equ ise tum pu lus t re  and
occas iona l  Ranuncu lus  f la rn rnu la ,  Ca l tha  pa lus t r i s ,  Juncus  ar t i cu la tus ,  Hydrocoty le
vulgaris- and Myosot is caespitosa occur in the predominant ly terrestr ial  grassland.
1r""""-gf"""t--f p.tt.i i iI iTit abundanr a1ong th" r""t.rn margin.

Edge

The edge vegeta t ion  is  dominated  by  E leochar is  pa lus t r i s  w i th  Juncus  ar t i cu la tus ,
Hydrocotyle vulgaris and Agrostis st@l1y abiiluZTiF ana-,ffi-
occasional 9a1tha palustt is and Ranunculus l_lgr*"1g. Eleochari tetum palustr is
edge communr-Ey. 5l?

up .  Po tamoge ton  f i l i f o rm is  and  Ca l l i t r i che  he rmaphrod i t i ca  a re  p robab l y  abundan t
to  1oca11y  dominan t .  Cha ra  i s  f r equen t ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  on  the  eas te rn  edge  and
Myr iophyl lum al tern i f lorum, Potamogeton natans and Zannichel l ia  palustr is  are a lso
p resen t .

)

3 .  Open water

L i t to re l la  un i f lo ra  occurs  f requent ly  a long the  s tony  eas tern  edge and Glycer ia
f lu i tans  oecas iona l l y  a long the  west .  Other  open water  spec ies  were  found washed
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